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. * -jgfcai* Llerch 12, 1969 

lir. Join L'. L'itc ho 11 
Attorni|y Gene i-el of the United States 
Department of Justice 
Re shi x: gton , D. C . 

Deer if;-* Aitbhell, 

It has teen ten deys since I wrote you, months since the 
T7ord froiji the previous Deputy Attorney General has not arrived. A str"4e7*i«d 
of anjrswer has been reported to mo. 




I heve been informed thst teams of FBI agents are goinr around 
people, some of whom 1 have never met, thet I am e dangsrous ro^sor - - se-o' 
unspecified wsy under "Cdmmunist" influence. This same alleged ”0ov%ir< 
flue nee I era alleged to have exerted on New Orleans District U^o~nV7 
rison, end it is further cLleged that without it he soul-, not have Zre** &~ir 
his prosecution of C ley Shew. 

| _ c - ^is, of course, is quite false. I await your assurance thst 

h';ve be .n misinformed, thst your FBI egents are engaged in nothin^ as 
[ improper as this. ° “ - 

The coincidence between this report end some of my c:iticel writinr 
about the FBI is so remarkable I cannot ignore it. ” ^ 

If ?£ u .. do end cnn ^ot assure me that the FBI has not done this 
is not going me, then I certainly do want en explanation of 

why, for what proper purpose, with what legal euthority. There once was a 

*t ramendmen ' t fA^ \ h ? institution. It should prohibit any federal interferes 
wi„h .he rights end obligations of writers. 

t-r 1 : it'-tn.v t -your uepartment is inves-i^oting Gorriscn snd I an 
incidental to thet? Should this be the case, then I am no less interested in 
explanation of its 'purpose, its legal authority. 

l.sy 1 edd thet the recent trial in ^ew Orleons confronts vou with a 
chsllenge to your integrity and that of your department? In it. Dean' .-.dams An- 
<irews swore thet he had perjured himself before the l, 'erren Commission.” 1 submit 
that if your deportment tolerates this, with all the observers you'hsd at' tire 
to te’:e note of it, you have failed in your obligations snd h:-'ve begin a noli 
thau wiH *i?nd with a record you will, at best, find uncomfortable, difficult 
live w$th end et worst will be en intolereble solf-defo.matd^fw— . ~~ 
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f Sincerely wwabs'* 'D> , ; 
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